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CARMEL AREA WASTEWATER DISTRICT 

Special Board Meeting 

3945 Rio Road, Carmel, CA 93923 

February 26, 2025 
Thursday 

9:00AM 
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STAFF REPORT 
To: Board of Directors 

From: Barbara Buikema, General Manager 

Date: February 26, 2025 

Subject: Board Vacancy and Process to fill the Position 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Board of Directors interview candidates for the Board vacancy 
and make an appointment on February 26, 2025. 

DISCUSSION 

• Process 
Per Government Code Section 1770-1780 the District has 60 days from notice to fill 
a vacancy. Initial notice to the County Elections Department was completed 
within the 15 day window as required. The District posted notice in three 
locations (District kiosk, Carmel Post Office, and the Carmel Pine Cone) in excess 
of the 15 day period required and posted in the local newspaper, Carmel Pine 
Cone, for one week period published on January 10th and January 31st, 2025. 

• Board Interview of Applicants 
The interview process must be held in open session. Candidates invited to 
participate may excuse themselves from open session while another candidate is 
interviewed so that the later candidates are not given undue advantages. 
However, the board cannot require the candidates to leave the room. 

• Selection/Appointment 
Again, the process must be done in open session. Any discussion about 
candidates must be held openly. When a vote is held, each director must identify 
themselves and their vote via a signed paper ballot.  The ballots become public 
record and must be available for public review. The successful candidate will be 
sworn into office on February 26th after the Board has made their decision. 

• In the case of a tie vote, the General Manager will flip a coin. The Board President 
must call the toss (heads-candidate #1 or tails-candidate #2) prior to the coin 
coming to rest. When the coin comes to rest, the toss is complete and the 
applicant that was assigned the upper side is declared the winner. If the coin 
comes to rest on its edge and stays there it must be re-flipped. 

FUNDING – No Impact 
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Carmel Area Wastewater District 
CANDIDATE FOR APPOINTMENT TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

NAME: Last First Middle 

Lon~a.II"\ S::c_o 1f- q:rer~ (J 
HOME ADDRESS: City Zip Birth Place: 

/{€L 1# fove ,,.. DJore> s+. / Ca.rffllei,, C/392/ t-aY\ ~~ n:1/ /11 ;c/4 'J<l/l 

MAILING ADDRESS: City Zip Home Phone: 

Pt:> "Bo'>'- -'3r~~ 
/ 

{._a..rna / cA q 3q 2-1 CfflJ {{o~.o) S6 t:t-s-6 tt 

EMPLOYER: Bmiiaess Phone: ~/1-1::;;_1( 
(f<ei1~ ) 5"c..,.-ff--_1011 ~c;;vt::<./ (0,t,\ 

ADDRESS: City Zip Fax#: ~ v 
( ) 

LENGTH OfRtSTD.B'lC'Y l"N CARMffi: AttEA REGISTERED VOTER IN CARMEL AREA 
WASTEWATERDISTRICT: q .~ YEARS WASTEWATER DISTRICT 

LENGTII OF RESIDENCY IN~ONTEREY COUNTY: 
NO~~ YEARS ~ 

HOW MANY HOURS CAN YOU DEVOTE TO THE BOARD PER MONTH? '2,S HOURS PER 
MONTH 
(PfeQSe includeyears ofperiodofmembership orservice below. Ifadditwnalspace is needed, pleasefeelfree "lo uttoch additionalpages w application.) 
6IU!CADON: .t'lt13. rl-, 13u:~.~~.s~ -e,_,S. 

~ 

OCCUPATIONAL EXPERIENCE: kuic:.~rr_ a.-.,-a.~~ftc:.,:...I -ta~\ bu,;; ,o-e...ss [~.\e{l..-t-"I~" ~1ei:.) 

o~(4o,..\+-y~s:es.sMeiL+ i r'\. S'u-~r,>;l-o-tr s+-f._._ ¥1 ~e.+- '"-~~ccrch; ~c\~v)er bil) \ ~Yi 

PROFESSIONAL OR TECHNICAL ORGANIZATION MEMBERSIDPS: 

CIVlC OR COMMUNITYJEXPERIENCE,2-ME~ERSIIlPS, OR PREVIOUS SERVICE 
APPOINTMENTS: '\?O~ rvlet'\be-<} 1-<'"1 e ;~.< cR- tl'l \<;Sit)-A --r-("h..\ \ t'-\~ ~ 'R-ese.r~ 

f'1e..r'l he< c..~ne...-\ c ~ . e._r\'f"\Clk- eo r1r'l'\+tee.. 

EXPERIENCE OR SPECIAL KNOWLEDGE APPLICABLE TO THE DISTRICT'S AND/ORfHE 
BOA~'S RESPONSIBILIT~S:13ij p\c_+ure a..ssoe..~~tiV!I::. +h',(l kln<Y, d1s+'ll\at1on o C:O~fl~ 
r,.ulh-va.ncJk +or,cs:) Ca.n1'C..\ ~-e..o. e.c..o \o~a.~ -€Y1V1rO<>Me.trt"eu rp\a--r,(\\y, \) 'n {"At\C, e,:.,,,., 

i<>J-included in theforegoing andany attachmems is tnre andcorrect a.,;:s-e.SS"'f"l€.~.f 

(,,, 1...-,.,_,-""-.c. I /i<t(;.7~o 2.5 
Si gru~:-e ate • 

AUacbmP.Dt(s): __Resume o.- biographical summary (optional) 
v-- StatementofCandidate (reqwred) 
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CARMEL ARRA WASTEWATER DISTRICT 
STATEMENT OF CANDJDATE FOR APPOINTMENT TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

CANDIDATE NAME: - ?C~-tt- L~v\~ QX\ -

What do you think are the challenges facing the Cannel Area Wastewater District. The statement may be any 
length. Please attach additional page:; as needed. 

f\a."~ ~ Y' ;{ a.."'~ \ t"f Ie t"'IC-V\.-~;V\1 Cd.,;...\- - e(£-,ed:, v.e... \? ro ~e.~ #C't.-4-

Fn>..(.-,ec..f-~ eA1y1(bV" IV\ed GV'.l pybl,( h-e.G'..l::t! J C.o Mf\j l~ j~ 

Ce.d ~\~+1c:n'\..~ J 'l,('.J a ~ Sey'\S-1~\J'(._ ~ c:~s--t-\¼'2./\.--\- c~"'-C;Crf\S._, 

Gxa..rplef 111c.Jvd -e,.,~ 

--r& 2 /a,.,,~ •"'J J a.pJ'"l>v"-\ ,oco '--" s ,- .(!gr Se,-v,c ,e uo3rnde <.. ::t!;.,,l, r r , 

c ~ 9 ½,tN,.. /Je.W S:ewe{" fi n ~ ✓-J/o£~C?-e..a+ a,od ea.sU1er\.'±S oro;~,.J_ · O r ) 7 ':::i 'r 

ownee 'j1'1.fE=C+-s 5u-:.:ch ~<; eJe~r p uMf S , o C C.c.ru+cv cbo o 

fl~ ~r I Y\ ev)Vt{OAC1¢141:;llv £~s;--/..v-e hc:..bd::ct:b 9-Lea.s 
I 

t.. I I JJ I 

6 bfn;11, 0 ~ e,.--,ert+-5 
1 

a.c-cl --1-rc..n s,1> '0 n ~ n~ :ex, s+-1 05 S:cw R5e 

> vs-ler-t> -lo 72<.s+-od- ~dQ..r-ls 
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CARMEL AREA WASTEWATER DISTRICT 
STATEMENT OF CANDIDATE FOR APPOINTMENT TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

CANDIDATE NAME: _ ~Co-~ _ l,..o~i ~ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ 
What do you think are the challenges facing the Carmel Area Wastewater District. The statement may be any 
length. Please attach additional pages as needed. 

Datb 
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Hunter Leighton, CCISO 
3603 Eastfield Rd, Carmel CA 93923 

HunterLeighton@gmail.com / 561-654-9185 

Professional Experience 

Welton Investment Partners, Carmel, California • 1/2008 – Present 
Welton Investment Partners stands as one of the larger, premier, private wealth investment 
management firms, operating seamlessly across locations in Carmel, California, New York, 
New York, and Paris, France, maintaining operations around the clock from Sunday afternoons 
through Friday afternoons. 

Chief Information Security Officer and Head of Infrastructure 2/2023 – Present 
As the CISO, I am responsible for orchestrating our firm's security strategy and its 
implementation. 

Head of Infrastructure, Systems and Cybersecurity • 2016 – 2/2023 
As the Head of Infrastructure, Systems and Cybersecurity, I led all facets of network 
infrastructure, including firewalls, LAN, WAN, and broker connections. 

Information Technology and Trading Operations Manager • 2011-2016  
Managed team of IT professionals while executing trade signals across global markets. 

Senior Trader • 2008 – 2011 
Developed enduring reporting tools in visual basic .NET and enhanced Business 
Continuity/Disaster Recovery solutions. 

Education 

Carnegie Mellon University, Heinz College of Information Systems and Public Policy 
Chief Information Security Officer (CISO) certificate 

University of Florida – Gainesville, Florida 
Bachelor of Science in Finance 

Certified CISO – EC Council 

Additional Activities and Interests 

• 2024: Board Member, Community Choice Energy Services 
• 2018-9/2019: Carmel Community Emergency Response Team Captain 
• 2015-2018: Carmel Community Emergency Response Team Co-Captain  
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Carmel Area Wastewater District 
CANDIDATE FOR APPOINTMENT TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

NAME: Last Leighton First Hunter Middle L 

HOME ADDRESS: City Zip Birth Place: 

3603 Eastfield Rd, Carmel CA 93923 Ohio 

MAILING ADDRESS: City Zip Home Phone: 
Cell 561-654-9185 3603 Eastfield Rd, Carmel CA 93923 

EMPLOYER: Business Phone: 
(831) 620-6630 Welton Investment Partners LLC 

ADDRESS: City Zip Fax#: 
(n/a)San Carlos Between 5th and 6th, Carmel CA 93921 

LENGTH OF RESIDENCY IN CARMEL AREA REGISTERED VOTER IN CARMEL AREA 
WASTEWATER DISTRICT: __17______YEARS WASTEWATER DISTRICT 
LENGTH OF RESIDENCY IN MONTEREY COUNTY: YES NO ____17____YEARS 

HOW MANY HOURS CAN YOU DEVOTE TO THE BOARD PER MONTH? 4-8__ HOURS PER 
MONTH 
(Please include years of period of membership or service below. If additional space is needed, please feel free to attach additional pages to application.)
EDUCATION: 
Please see attached summary 

OCCUPATIONAL EXPERIENCE: 
Please see attached summary 

PROFESSIONAL OR TECHNICAL ORGANIZATION MEMBERSHIPS: 
Please see attached summary 

CIVIC OR COMMUNITY EXPERIENCE, MEMBERSHIPS, OR PREVIOUS SERVICE 
APPOINTMENTS:Please see attached summary 

EXPERIENCE OR SPECIAL KNOWLEDGE APPLICABLE TO THE DISTRICT'S AND/OR THE 
BOARD'S RESPONSIBILITIES: I have been communicating with the district regarding user fees for sometime 

and am very familiar with how districts operate. 

I certify the information included in the foregoing and any attachments is true and correct 
Jan, 28, 2025 

Signature Date 

Attachment(s): _____ Resume or biographical summary (optional) 
_____ Statement of Candidate (required) 
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CARMEL AREA WASTEWATER DISTRICT 
STATEMENT OF CANDIDATE FOR APPOINTMENT TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

CANDIDATE NAME: Hunter Leighton 

What do you think are the challenges facing the Carmel Area Wastewater District. The statement may be any 
length. Please attach additional pages as needed. 

I see numerous opportunities for the Carmel Area Wastewater District to make significant progress, and

 I’m confident that my background positions me to contribute meaningfully to this effort. I believe the 

district has the potential to become a leader among similar districts across the state. 

Jan. 28th, 2025 

Signature Date 
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Carmel Are~ Wastewater District 
CANDIDATE FOR APPO17iTMENT TO BOARD OF DII~ ECTORS 

NAME: Last First I Middle 
Doyle Michael P. 

HOME ADDRESS: City 

I 
Zip Birth Place: 

25835 Rio Vista Drive Carmel, CA 93923 Denver, CO 

MAILING ADDRESS: City I Zip Home Phone: 
Same as above (831) 624-7123 

EMPLOYER: Self - Consulting Civi l Engineer Business Phone: 
(83 1) 601-3566 

ADDRESS: City Zip Fax#: NI A 
Same as above ( ) 

LENGTH OF RESIDENCY IN CARMEL AREA REGISTERED V< DTER IN CARMEL AREA WASTEWATER DISTRICT: 20 YEARS WASTEWATER. I ~ISTRICT 
LENGTH OF RESIDENCY IN MONTEREY COUNTY: 

( YES) NO _lQ_YEARS 

HOW MANY HOURS CAN YOU DEVOTE TO THE BOARD PER MONTH 
MONTH - I am self employed, can dedicate varving-~mounts or as needed. 

D 8 to 24 HOURS PER 

(Please include years of period of membership or service below. If add~tional space is needed. please fee/free to a tach addiliona/ pages to application.) 
EDUCATION: BS in Civil Engineering from the niversity ofNevada at 
Reno. I am a California Registered Civil Engineer (#C45644) and have been prac icing for 34 years. 

OCCUPATIONAL EXPERIENCE: Staited in a general civil engineering firm. Move:: cl to the petroleum field 
specializing in R&D and designing processes and construction. I have owned comparn es processing petroleum 
products which included waste water treatment and discharge. I am familiar with the p ·ocesses at the wastewater 
facility. 

PROFESSIONAL OR TECHNICAL ORGANIZAf ION MEMBERSHIPS: Ameri 
Engineers (ASCE). California Licensed Civil Engine'r license # C45644 

can Society for Civil 

CIVIC OR COMMUNITY EXPERIENCE, MEMf_ERSHIPS, OR PREVIOUS : ,ERVJCE 
APPOINTMENTS: Boy Scouts. With son, Michael, , ssisted in many community proji cts including improvements 
to the Scout House in Carmel. 

EXPERIENCE OR SPECIAL KNOWLEDGE APPLICABLE TO THE DISTRIC T'S AND/OR THE 
BOARD'S RESPONSIBILITIES: As a Civil Engineer, I have designed systems to tre, t contaminated water. I am 
familiar with wastewater processes and facilities, inclt1ding those to produce complian drinking water. 

I certify lhf: information included in the foregoing a r,d any attachments is true and c 1)rrect 

~£r'~ ~ l'1-/e2o,:U-~!:. r ~1gnature Date 

' 

Received 2-14-25 at1:33 pm 
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CARMEL AREA ASTEWATER DISTRICT 
STATEMENT OF CANDIDATE FOR PPOINTMENT TO BOAR OF DIRECTORS 

CANDIDA TE Name: Michael P. Doyle, P.E. 

What do you think are the challenges facing the armel Area Wastewater Distric? The statement may be any 
length. Please attach additional pages as needed. 

I have ofcourse not had access to employees to interview faciltty or Lab) but in reviewing our project list, your website, 

and your facility permit, I can make a few observations. It ~ppears that your permitted capac ty is 3 million gallons and the 
current in flow is about 1.1 million gallons (about 30% us9d). Given this available capacity, ew projects will fit within 
your permit capacity. Regarding your lab accreditation, D~ring my career, I have been in dir ct supervision ofand owned 
numerous laboratories. As a registered engineer with lab e, perience, 1 was the person provi ing the accreditation 
experience. I trained personnel and created the required m nuals and applications for accred ation (federal and state levels). 
I can help with your lab accreditation. 

Regarding the challenges ofthe wastewater facility, I thin~ you are facing environmental ch Henges due to the location of 
the facility, both from rising sea levels and also the adjace1t wetlands and Carmel River. Th se are solvable but are never 
less something to deal with. I think in general, in looking a~ the entire project list, a general hallenge is navigating the 
various agencies and special interest groups required to obtain permits. It appears you are w II funded, but permitting does 
take time. I suspect you have some very talented personne~ in charge ofprojects and the was ewater facility. I would look 
forward to working with these folks to find solutions, com . lete projects or navigate obstacle . 
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September 26, 2025 Special Meeting 

Paper Ballot Vote 

Board Vacancy 

First Name Last Name Information Board Vote 
Scott�Gerald� Lonergan Chemist (Retired) 

Welton Investment 
Hunter Leighton Partners 

Consultant Civil 
Michael Doyle Engineering 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2025-07 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS CONFIRMING THE 
REPLACEMENT OF DIRECTOR MICHAEL RACHELAND THE APPOINTMENT 
OF __________________ TO SERVE AS DIRECTOR UNTIL THE NEXT GENERAL 

DISTRICT ELECTION. 

-oOo-

WHEREAS, Michael Rachel served with distinction as a Director of the 

District's Board commencing __________ 2014; and 

WHEREAS, The District was informed of Director Michael Rachel passing ; and 

WHEREAS, California Health and Safety Code 6483 provides that a vacancy on 

the Board shall be filled pursuant to California Government Code Section 1780; and 

WHEREAS, Section 1780 of the California Government Code authorizes the 

District Board to appoint a new Director to fill the vacancy until the next general 

District election; and 

WHEREAS, Pursuant to the aforementioned authority, the District Board, on 

February 26, 2025 appointed ____________ to serve as Director until the next general 

District election. 

NOW, THERFORE IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, by the Board of Directors of the 

Carmel Area Wastewater District as follows: 

RESOLVED, That the Board acknowledges the exemplary services of Michael 

Rachel during his term as Director; and 

RESOLVED, After the completion of interviews and careful deliberation, the 

District Board, pursuant to California Government Code Section 1780 and Health and 

Safety Code 6483, on February 26, 2025 appointed __________ to serve as Director until 

the next general District election in November 3, 2026 and thereafter until the person 

elected has been qualified; and 
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_______________________________ 

_____________________________ 

RESOLVED, That the appointment of _____________ is hereby confirmed. 

RESOLVED, The Board Clerk shall send a certified copy of this Resolution to the 

Monterey County Election's office within 15 days of the February 26, 2025 appointment. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a special meeting of the Board of Directors of the 

Carmel Area Wastewater District duly held on February 26, 2025 by the following vote: 

AYES: BOARD MEMBERS: 
NOES: BOARD MEMBERS: 
ABSENT: BOARD MEMBERS: 
ABSTAIN: BOARD MEMBERS: 

Ken White, President of the Board 

ATTEST: 

Domine Barringer, Board Clerk 
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____________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

Oath�of�Office��

I, ____________,�do�solemnly�swear�(or�affirm)�that�I�will�support�and�defend the�Constitution 
of the�United States�and the�Constitution of�the�State�of�California�against�all�enemies,��
foreign and domestic;�that�I�will�bear�true�faith and allegiance�to�the�Constitution�of�the��
United States�and the�Constitution of�the�State�of California,�that�I�take�this�obligation�freely,��
without�any�mental�reservation or�purpose�of evasion;�and that�I�will�well�and faithfully��
discharge the duties upon which I am about to�enter.��

Signature��

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this�26 day of�February, 2025.��

-Board Clerk 

(Signature of Person Administering Oath)-Title��
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